
 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  The stories, and other elements of this sermon, contain 
copyrighted materials.  We purchase them and have permission to use them in our parish, 
but not outside of it.  Please do not post this sermon, or the stories in it, on any social media 
site.  That would violate our agreement and subject us to a fine   
 
Advent 3C – December 15, 2024 
“For Generations to Come” 
Read: Luke 7: 18–35 and/or memorize Genesis 17: 7 
 
I don’t know if you feel the same way I do, but it feels like the last three years have flown 
by. Three years ago, on December 19, we kicked off our “Go!" campaign. The technical name 
is a sustained-giving campaign to help us begin to do three things: first, help us prepare for 
our next pastor through a transition that would include our working together for a period of 
time. 
 
Second, to provide funding for extensive renovations within our building and outside of it. 
Although we had constructed a new addition in 2006, the area that we worshipped in has 
had little change since the building was built in 1964. 
 
Third, to set aside some of those funds to accomplish a large mission project, which turned 
out to be our sponsorship of a Habitat home.  We also set aside $20,000 for our coming 
Pastor to help us in the direction of Mission that he believed would be most helpful for us to 
enable us to continue to grow in faith. 
 
On that December 19 day, we asked each family to commit to an estimate of giving over a 
three-year period. On that day our campaign committee announced that over $368,000 had 
been committed to help us accomplish the projects that I've just detailed. 
 
As we all know, the renovations have been completed. Under the leadership of Doc 
Tessendorf and John Pilecki, they tackled many, many jobs to get our building updated and 
refreshed. Along the path there were a number of other projects that came up that were not 
part of the “Go!” campaign, but needed attention. Thanks to the generosity of the people of 
God here at Good Shepherd, we were able to accomplish those also. 
 
Interesting things happen when you start doing work on a building. Perhaps you've 
experienced this yourselves. You start doing one project, and discover that there is another 
project to deal with. Just as you complete that one, you find out there's yet another project. 
It is only because of the generosity of God's people that we have been able to do all of the 
projects that have come before us. 
 



 

 

We want to thank you for that generosity and also tell you that it has impacted our ability to 
welcome people. Many of the people who have joined us since the renovation, and people 
who have just been our guests, have commented upon how nice our building looks; how 
attractive the property is kept. They have noticed that and seen it as a sign of our care for 
God.  
 
We want to thank everyone, but we especially want to thank those who have led us in the 
“Go!” Campaign: Jenny Tessendorf, Kathey Drennan, John Pilecki, Cheryl Deutschlander, 
Gayle Hendershot, Richard Landholm, Gail Dorr Herman, Tammy Beattie, Reilly Figenscher, 
Tierney Bristol, Glenn Banke, & Roxann Muller.  Jenny, Kathey, John, Roxann, Cheryl and I 
served as the core team, leading and directing the whole campaign.  But the leadership team 
did not do the work all on our own.  
 
Along the way, we enlisted many of you, because this belonged to all of us, who pitched in 
with your time, talents and treasure to enable us to carry out this campaign. You've helped 
position us to not only move into the 21st-century, but to welcome it, along with a new 
pastor with ideas and insights as to how we should continue to reach people for Jesus Christ. 
 
To all of you who have contributed your gifts in any manner, you've been a great blessing 
and help, in all the ways you contributed. In carrying out the “Go!” campaign, we all made 
sacrifices. We gave up things we might have wanted to have or do to offer a gift. But we are 
not done trying to help others.  Even as we complete the “Go!” campaign, we are launching 
our Christmas offering. How can we possibly do something like that right now? 
 
The answer to that question is very simple: the love of Christ constrains us. God made the 
ultimate sacrifice when He sent Jesus into this world as a human being, so that He might 
live, die, and rise for us. He gave us a gift of such immense worth that we could never repay 
that debt. The good news for all of us is that God does not expect us to repay it. He did it out 
of His love. That’s exactly the motive he wants us to have as we share His love with others. 
 
That's exactly what we hope you will have as a motive as you respond to our Christmas 
offering this year. Our Mission Team was tasked with selecting the recipients of our 
Christmas offering. Following Jesus’ direction, we picked something close to home, our own 
Roxann Muller Little Lamb Scholarship Fund. 
 
As I said in the letter you received, that fund helps families who wish to attend a quality 
Christian preschool, but cannot afford it, to be able to come. In addition, we picked a second 
group in our community, of which we have been supporters since its inception, Canandaigua 
Churches in Action, frequently referred to a CCIA.  
 



 

 

CCIA is a collaboration of the Christian churches in Canandaigua, being the hands and feet of 
Jesus to our neighbors. Pastor Jeff Lippincott is the director and shared that CCIA served just 
shy of 9,000 different people, almost 10% of our county, in the last year, from 3,731 families.  
345 of those families had never sought help before .  
 
It is very humbling to have to go somewhere and ask for help, especially for help with food. I 
was recently reading some materials about our county.  Between 30 – 50% of the people in 
our county can be identified with the acronym, A.L.I.C.E, asset-limited, income-constrained, 
employed.  These are hard-working folks who just don’t earn enough to provide for their 
families.  I was surprised by the depth of need they represent in a county with so much 
wealth.   
 
Jesus tells us that we need to take care of those who are nearby us. That's exactly what 
we're doing in our help to the Little Lambs Scholarship Fund and CCIA. God also says we 
shouldn't stop there. We need to be concerned about those who are a little farther from us. 
The Mission Team selected as our regional recipient the Tunnel to Towers Foundation. 
 
It is a volunteer organization helping veterans and emergency workers have a better life by 
assisting them when they have been injured. It has built over 1,200 smart homes, allowing 
the recipients to have a fuller and more meaningful, independent life. It was started by the 
family of a New York firefighter, who returned to his stationhouse to assist at the Twin 
Towers, losing his life there.  In order to get there, when the tunnel into Manhattan was 
closed, he ran from the tunnel to the towers, wearing sixty pounds of gear.  
 
Finally, Jesus says we need to be concerned about those who are farthest away.  We support 
that mission by our commitment to Lutheran World Relief, a partner agency of our national 
church. They respond to disasters, but more importantly they try to give people a way to get 
a better life. They introduce them to Jesus, but we can't just introduce them to Jesus and 
then let them suffer. So, LWR provides development resources and training for recipients. 
They have expanded that help into the United States, which they previously had not served. 
 
The Mission Team and Church Council set a goal of $10,000. We raised a little over $9,000 
last year. Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could give each of these organizations $3,000. 
Could we possibly do this with all the spending we have to do on Christmas? That is exactly 
the reason why we may want to do it. 
 
As Christians, we like to think that Christmas is the time of celebrating Christ. As we all 
know, retailers celebrate it as the season when we open our pocketbooks, wider and deeper 
than any other time in the year. Estimates of spending for this year on gifts, entertainment 



 

 

and travel will be over $1,600 per person. For a lot of us, we will be getting gifts that we 
don't really need. We already have more stuff than we know what to do with. 
 
To give you a sense, economists estimate that we will spend between $979 – $989 billion 
dollars this Christmas. When you compare that with $12,000 I would encourage you to help 
raise, it's just a drop in the bucket. But it's a drop that will help to change many lives, rather 
than tempt us. 
 
What always amazes me is that every six months we have a rummage sale or white elephant 
sale, and fill the gym with stuff. And then people come and buy it. We have never lacked for 
stuff. And I confess that I have more than my fair share of stuff. 
 
The greatest danger we face as Christians is the temptation of the god of materialism. That, 
somehow, stuff will make us happy or happier. And I’ll confess again, that a lot of times, for 
a little while the stuff can make a person happier, until it doesn't. I bet you have the same 
experience. 
 
The antidote for materialism is not to give up stuff, but rather to be more generous with the 
blessings God has given us so that we can bless others. That's what the Christmas Offering 
gives us the opportunity to do. Rather than focusing on ourselves, we are placing the focus 
on what God wants us to place it upon, His love for others.  
 
I invite and encourage you, to be as generous as you can be, so that you can have a better 
Christmas. Not one filled with stuff, but with Jesus and the joy of sharing His love and care. 
That is the best gift we have ever received and the best one we could give. Not only will it 
make us feel happier, but it will change lives for Jesus, which is what “Everyday Disciples – 
Sharing Christ, Changing Lives!” do in obedience to Jesus’ command! 


