
EVERYDAY DISCIPLES 
 

 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

December 20 & 21, 2025 
 

SHARING CHRIST, CHANGING LIVES! 

Gathering, Growing, Giving, Going 



1 │Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
320 South Pearl Street, PO Box 690 

Canandaigua NY 14424 
goodshepherdcdga.org  

or e-mail: office@goodshepherdcdga.org 

 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY!  The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the 
Nativity of Our Lord. With the blessed Virgin Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, her Son, 
conceived in her womb by the Word and Spirit of God. This fulfillment of the sign once given to 
the house of David, that “the virgin shall conceive and bear a son” (Is. 7:14), is now given to us in 
the Gospel. It declares that salvation is by His grace alone, entirely His work and a free gift. It also 
is the way and means by which the Lord our God is Immanuel, “God with us.” If you are our guest, 
we pray that you find the Spirit of God alive and moving in our congregation. We rejoice that you 
joined us in that Spirit today.  Please come again! 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

CONNECTION CARD READING OR MEMORY WORK:   
Read: Isaiah 7: 10 - 17 and/or Memorize: Isaiah 7: 14 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

ANOTHER WAY TO GIVE 
 

If you prefer the convenience of offering your gift via your smartphone there is a way to do that.  
Go to the Apple Store or Google Play and search for “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement” (the half 
purple V) to download for free.  Then enter Good Shepherd; next tap Donate Now.  3.  Choose a 
fund and a preset amount or enter another amount.  You can make a one-time donation or set 
up recurring giving right through the app. Select Add to add another fund or move forward to the 
payment information.  4.  Scan or enter your card or bank account information.  5.  Review your 
donation summary then select Complete Donation.  Or if you prefer to have your gift automatically 
withdrawn from your checking or savings account, check that box on the right side of your 
connection card, “Automating My Giving” or contact the church office and we will provide you 
with the form you will need to complete in order for us to set that up.   

 

HEARING LOOP 
 

Good Shepherd is equipped with a hearing loop in both the Worship Space and the Gathering 
Space.  If you don’t have a hearing aid but need hearing assistance, we have system devices that 
you can use.  Please see the folks at the tech board and they will supply you with one.   

 

 

mailto:office@goodshepherdcdga.org
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
December 21th Anno Domini (The Year of Our LORD) 2025 

 

T Preparation T 
 

Welcome and Connection Cards 
 

Advent Candle Lighting  
 

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn – Blue 5 – Ancient Words  
 

1. Holy words, long preserved, 

For our walk in this world, 

They resound with God’s own heart, 

O, let the ancient words impart. 

Words of life, words of hope,  

Give us strength, help us cope.  

In this world, where’er we roam,  

Ancient words will guide us home. 

 

Chorus: 

Ancient words, ever true, 

Changing me, and changing you; 

We have come with open hearts, 

O, let the ancient words impart 

 

2. Holy words of our faith  

Handed down to this age, 

Came to us through sacrifice. 

O, heed the faithful words of Christ. 

Holy words long preserved  

For our walk in this world, 

They resound with God’s own heart. 
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O, let the ancient words impart; 

 

Chorus: 

Ancient words, ever true, 

Changing me, and changing you; 

We have come with open hearts, 

O, let the ancient words impart  

(Repeat Chorus 2 more times) 

 

We have come with open hearts, 

O, let the ancient words impart 

 
© Copyright 2001 Integrity’s Hosanna Music (ASCAP) 

Used by permission:  CCLI # 1346028 
 

 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 

P In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the Name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O LORD, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our LORD 

Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 
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C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

T Service of the Word T 
 

Introit Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

 and in his word I hope; 

my soul waits for the LORD more than watchmen for the morning, 

 more than watchmen for the morning. 

O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

 and with him is plentiful redemption. 

And he will redeem Israel 

 from all his iniquities. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
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Kyrie  

 

 
  

A  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the LORD. 

 
  

A  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the LORD. 

 
  

A  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the LORD. 
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A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious LORD. 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The LORD be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O LORD, and come and help us by Your 

might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by 

Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

(11 a.m. only) Children between the ages of 3 years old and 5th grade are invited to 

meet Cathie Geske in the Gathering Space. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–17 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your 

God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will 

not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear 

then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you 

weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his Name 

Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse 

the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse 

the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will 

be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and 



7 │Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that 

Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  

L This is the Word of the LORD. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 24; antiphon: v. 7 
1The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 

 the world and those who dwell therein, 
2for he has founded it upon the seas 

 and established it upon the rivers. 

3Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

 And who shall stand in his holy place? 
4He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

 who does not lift up his soul to what is false 

 and does not swear deceitfully. 
5He will receive blessing from the LORD 

 and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
6Such is the generation of those who seek him, 

 who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

7Lift up your heads, O gates! 

 And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

 that the King of glory may come in. 
8Who is this King of glory? 

 The LORD, strong and mighty, 

 the LORD, mighty in battle! 
9Lift up your heads, O gates! 

 And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

 that the King of glory may come in. 
10Who is this King of glory? 

 The LORD of hosts, 

 he is the King of glory! 
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Epistle Reading Romans 1:1–7 
 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for 

the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets 

in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from 

David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in 

power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 

dead, Jesus Christ our LORD, 5through whom we have received grace 

and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his 

Name among all the nations, 6including you who are called to belong 

to Jesus Christ, 

 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the LORD Jesus 

Christ. 
  

L This is the Word of the LORD. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

All: Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 

shall call his Name Immanuel. Alleluia. 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O LORD. 
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 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together 

she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband 

Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 

divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call 

his Name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 

took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his Name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did 

as the angel of the LORD commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew 

her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his Name Jesus. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the LORD. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
All:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our LORD, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  



Canandaigua NY│10 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day – I Wonder as I Wander (Handout) 

 
Sermon                "The Now – and the Not Yet"                       Isaiah 7: 10 - 17 

 

 
MEMORY VERSE:                            Isaiah 7: 14  
 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Immanuel.” 
 

Stand 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

The congregation now greets one another in the Name of the LORD, saying, “Peace 

be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

(11 a.m. only) Please wave to all the worshipers online! 
 

Pax Domini  

P The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Connection Cards 
 

Stand 
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Offering and Offering Prayer 

 

T Service of the Sacrament T 
 

As Lutheran Christians we understand that the body and blood of Jesus is present 

in, with, and under the bread and wine.  St. Paul exhorts in 1 Corinthians 11(:27-

32) that we ought to examine ourselves and recognize the body and blood of Christ 

in this sacrament.  We welcome all to the LORD’s Table who are baptized in the 

Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and wish to participate with this 

understanding.   
 

Stand 
 

Preface                 LSB 208 

P The LORD be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the LORD. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the LORD our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy LORD, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our LORD, who, having 

created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin 

Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to 

put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You 

a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious Name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 
 

Sanctus                LSB 208 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
 

LORD’s Prayer  
All:  Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy Name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our LORD 

P Our LORD Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

Agnus Dei                 LSB 210 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Sit 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and 

then distribute them to those who come to receive. 

 

Distribution Hymn – Blue 63 – Prayer of St. Francis 
 

1. Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, 

And where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 

 

2. Make me a channel of your peace. 

    Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 

Where there is darkness only light, 

And where there’s sadness ever joy. 

 

Refrain 

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console 

To be understood  

as to understand 

To be loved, as to love, with all my soul. 

 

3. Make me a channel of your peace. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

In giving of ourselves that we receive, 

And in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
 

Used by permission:  CCLI#  1346028 

 

Distribution Hymn – LSB 570- Just as I Am, without One Plea 
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5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Communion Dismissal 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the LORD. 
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C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Announcements 
 

Stand 

 

Closing Hymn –LSB 357 – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Our elders offer a ministry of prayer.  If you would like personal prayer or for them 

to gather others to pray with you, please speak to anyone whose name tag says 

"Elder" on it.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
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P Pastor or Presiding minister; sole pastor, Liturgist 

C Congregation 

L Leader or Lector; an Elder, one of the Readers, or another lay person 

A Assisting minister; an Elder, Commissioned Minister or other trained worship leader 

A/L    First worship leader on Saturday/Second worship leader on Sunday 
All:      Pastor or Leader and the congregation speak together 

 D Doxological verse; the congregation stands in praise and honor of the Holy Trinity 

T The pastor makes the sign of the cross; individual worshipers may also as fits personal preference; this is a 
kinesthetic reminder of grace   

 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS December 21 - 28, 2025 
(at church unless noted) 

 

Sunday: Worship/Communion, 8 & 11 AM  
 Sunday School, 9:30 AM 
 Prayer Shawls, 12:30 PM 
 **Little Lambs Boutique 
Monday: Pickleball, 9 – 10:30 AM 
Wednesday: Christmas Eve Worship: 5, 8 & 11 PM 
Thursday: Christmas Day, Worship 10 AM 
Saturday: Worship/Communion, 5:30 PM 
 Confirmation, 6:45 PM 
Sunday: Worship/Communion, 8 & 11 AM  
  

 
THANKS TO THOSE SERVING JESUS 

 
We thank Andy & Amanda Reding and Michael & Stephanie Cheney for working out a means for 
us to share worship with you this week.  We also thank Lisa Serron, Linda Benivegna, Lisa Brahm, 
Hugh Shipley, Glenn Banke, Doc Tessendorf, Sandy Voigt, Jacki Scheib, Stephanie Cheney, John 
Pilecki, Gary Paradise & Bob Jauch for their work in the office and building. And a great big thank 
you to Fred Salvagni for sweeping and moping the Celebration Hall floor! We also thank all who 
serve at worship this weekend.  There are many “angels” in our congregation and community who 
go about living out their vocations as the Body of Christ.  We know they do this not to be 
recognized, but because God has called and led them to do what they do.  God bless you all and 
thank you to all! 
 

SERVING ON DECEMBER 27 & 28 
 

SATURDAY EVENING: Gail Herman, Lisa Serron 
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EARLY CHURCH: Nola Trost, Matt Meyers, Karyl Hlammond, Vince & Racy Romano, Fred 
Salvagni, Brian & Bev Edwards 
 
LATE CHURCH: Tammy Beattie, Cindy Hemingway, Bob Smith, Andy & Amanda Reding, Marcus 
Battaglia, Amanda & Addy Modzel, Christine Davis, Annie Roxburgh, Kathey Drennan, Pete & Kerri 
Ellison, Jacki Scheib, Greg Quinn 

 
2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 
If you had requested offering envelopes for 2026, they are available in the Gathering Space. If 
you did not request envelopes, but would like to have a box, please contact the church office 
and we will see that you get them. 
 

A NOTE FROM THE ALLHUSENS…. 

Dear Friends In Christ     
 

We have again entered the season that refreshes our thoughts with Great Hope.   May 
our hearts be Filled and Renewed with Joy and we focus on the  Promises this season 

holds.   May our Spirits radiate this message to the world and offer Peace      
 

The  Allhusen's  send you all Best Wishes.   May Blessings be poured into your days. 
 

We give Thanks for the prayers and Love you have petitioned  on our behalf.  We pray 
with sincere and grateful hearts for all of You. 
 

Love and Peace 

Mary and the Allhusen Family                              
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR! 
 
We will be adding to the joy of our 8 PM Christmas Eve service with special music 
sung by our Christmas Choir. Won’t you join us? We will rehearse after the 8 and 
11 services on Dec 14th and 21st. 
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CHRISTMAS OFFERING BEGINS 
 

You will soon be receiving a letter about our Christmas offering for this year. Our goal for this year 
is $12,000. We're seeking to equally bless four different organizations: Hope for AIDS Orphans, 
CCIA, Tunnel to Towers & Golisano Children’s Hospital. Please prayerfully consider a Christmas 
gift to help those in need. Each of the organizations selected uses a high percentage of the gifts 
received to accomplish their mission. If you would like to make an additional gift during this 
Christmas season, there will be envelopes on the Usher Station. Christmas offering will end at the 
end of the Christmas season, on the first Sunday in January. 
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING SIGNUPS 
 

We are looking for a few families or friend groups to sign up to read a short 
devotional and light the candles on the Advent wreath at the 8 PM & 11 PM 
Christmas Eve worship services.  If you are interested,  please sign up on the 
Wittenberg Door. 

 
LITTLE LAMBS SECOND ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE 
 

The “Little Lambs Boutique” will be in the Gathering Space for one more 
weekend, Dec. 20/21 to support the Roxann Muller Scholarship Fund! Hand-
made crafts and sweets will be available. Your FREE WILL OFFERING will be 
gladly accepted! 

 
GLOVES NEEDED! 

 
Do you have a glove from last winter that lost its mate? Sunday School and Camp-
in-Daigua could use knit (stretchy) gloves from craft projects. Please leave them in 
the box on the counter by the coat rack. Thank you! 

 
 

THE COLD IS HERE! CAN YOU HELP? 
 
Do you like to knit or crochet? With the temperature dropping, many of our 
neighbors may be without hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves to keep them warm. 
We would like to make enough to fill a bag then donate that bag full to CCIA, 
Family Promise, Happiness House and similar places. Thank you. 
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SIGN UP TO SERVE AT CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 
Do you plan to attend worship on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day? Would you be willing to 
serve in the various ministries at the service you plan to attend? Please sign up on the sheets on 
the Wittenberg Door. 

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE, Dec. 24:  

Family Service (bring a flashlight) 5 PM 

Family Candlelight Service 

***THIS SERVICE WILL BE STREAMING LIVE*** 

8 PM 

Family Candlelight Service - Ceremony Of Carols & 
Lessons 

 

11 PM 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 10 AM 

Holy Communion will be celebrated at all worship services. 
 

 
NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES BEGINNING IN JAN! 

It’s time to order study material! 
 

 
 

The Sunday Bible class led by Bob Smith will be studying the Gospel and end times as 
discussed in 1 and 2 Thessalonians.  These Epistles are among the earliest writings in the 
New Testament.  In them, Paul teaches believers to be steadfast and encourages them to 
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continue living lives pleasing to God, despite opposition and persecution.  He also teaches 
about the second coming of Christ.  Our study will help us understand the foundational 
teachings of the church and their enduring relevance for Christians today. 
 
New Bible Study beginning January 4th, 2026- Sandy Voigt’s Class- 
We are immersed in a society that idealizes quick results and stimulating experiences. The 
Christian life, however, calls us to be- NOT tourists, but pilgrims-disciples committed to 
the long journey of faith. This six-week study, leading up to Lent, is that journey with 
Eugene Peterson’s book “A Long Obedience In the Same Direction”. Join us on this 
journey , based on the “Psalms of Ascent”- sung by all faithful Jews as they traveled 
towards Jerusalem. Books will be ordered. Let either the office or Sandy Voigt know by 
12/14/25- the cost of books is $14. 
 
Monday Afternoon Women’s Bible Study will resume in January with a study of the 
Parables. We will read “Parables: The Mysteries of God's Kingdom Revealed Through the 
Stories Jesus Told” by John MacArthur. The cost of the book is $14 
 
***Please sign up on your connection card or call the church office if you would like to 
order a book for any of these classes. Orders will be placed by Dec. 23rd. 
 
 

CAMP-IN-DAIGUA MERCHANDISE AVAILABLE TO ORDER 
 
Starting this weekend, we will have Camp-in-Daigua SWAG (Shirts, 
Wearables, And Gifts) available for pre-order. Our first order will go out 
November 15th and will be ready around Dec. 1st. Please call/text Cathie 
Geske at (585) 369-5696 form more details, or talk to her after service. 
Thanks for supporting, and advertising, our new outreach ministry! 

 
 

BASEMENT CLEAN UP 
 

Join us to be “Many Hands Making Light Work” on Saturday, Jan, 10th 
from 10-2 (lunch provided) to help sort , organize and haul MANY items 
from the basement that are in need of organizing! 
We have tasks for EVERYONE! 
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We will need: Sorters, Labelers, Rep-ackers, Reachers (those tall enough to reach top 
shelves), Sweepers, Haulers-(to the Transfer Station and to the Electronic Recycling in 
Victor-NOT on the 10th) 

 

FLOWER CHART  
 

The flower chart for 2026 is hanging on the door across from the family 
restroom.  If you would like to have flowers placed on the altar in honor 
of a special occasion or in memory of a loved one, you can write them in 
or contact the church office either by e-mail or phone.  Please include your 
name, the name(s) of those being honored or remembered and the 
occasion.  As is the case with almost everything, the price of flowers has 
risen and so we must follow suit. The cost for 2026 is $20  or you can order 
a larger bouquet or plant for $25. Please let us know at that time if you are ordering the 
larger bouquet or plant.   
 
 

SUPPORT 
 

A THOUGHT FROM THE PRAYER TEAM 
“Everyday Disciples, Sharing Christ, Changing Lives!” 

Gathering, Growing, Giving, Going 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 2025 
 

We have relit the first Advent Candle of HOPE, the second Advent Candle of PEACE  
and the third candle of JOY  
 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, modeled self-sacrificing love in His ministry here on earth. Advent is a 
time for kindheartedness, thinking of others, and sharing with others. It is a time to love as God 
loved us by giving us his most precious gift. Without the love of Jesus the Christ, we would have 
nothing. 
 

We choose Love 
 

"This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has 
ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us." I 
John 4:10-12  
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For a better understanding read the surrounding verses 
**Check out the prayer resources in the prayer room. Prayer Shawls are available should you 

desire to have one or wish to gift one to someone you know.  

 
CCIA UPDATE 

 

 Items running low at the food pantry are: Pasta (anything type except for spaghetti), Cereal, Canned 
veggies and fruit. The need is greater than ever. Please be as generous as you can. If you would like, 
Tammy Beattie can do the shopping for you! Just put your gift in an envelope in Tammy Beattie’s 
mailbox marked “CCIA”. Or, you can certainly shop yourself! Your food donations can be placed in the 
wooden box labeled CCIA under the Mission counter in the coat room.  Thanks in advance for being a 
good servant!   

 
 

SERVING OUR LORD AT WORSHIP THIS WEEKEND, DEC. 20 & 21 
 

SERVING OUR LORD SATURDAY EVENING 

ELDER Gail Herman 
A/V Glenn Banke 
ALTAR CARE JoAnne VanBuren 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING/READING Stephanie & Joy Cheney 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SERVING OUR LORD AT 8 AM 
ELDER Bill Fuge 
A/V TEAM Scott Norris 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING/READING Nola Trost 
LECTOR                         Deborah Adams 
ALTAR CARE                                          Hope Murray 
COMMUNION ASSISTANT                                 Gayle Hendershot 
USHER   Brian & Bev Edwards 
GREETERS   Leslie Smith 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

SERVING OUR LORD AT 11 AM 
ELDER Tammy Beattie 
ASSIST MINISTER Jill Persson 
SERVICE SHEPHERD Sandy Voigt 
A/V TEAM Andy & Amanda Reding 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING/READING Kathy Chapman, Tammy Beattie 
LECTOR Kathey Drennan 
ACOLYTES Addy Modzel 
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ALTAR CARE  Sandy Pittenger 
KIDS’ WORSHIP Cathie Geske 
COMMUNION ASSISTANT Dave Pittenger 
USHERS   Jared Reding 
GREETER   Merrick Tessendorf-Khan, Hugh Shipley 
HOST   Doc Tessendorf, Jenny Tessendorf 
OPENERS & CLOSERS  Greg Trost/Cindy Hemingway 
 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE                                                                                  Dec. 27 & 28 

Saturday 5:30 PM Worship/Holy Communion 

Sunday 8 AM Worship/Holy Communion 

 11 AM Worship/Holy Communion 

 
 

SERVING OUR LORD  
 

The Ministers                                                                                               The People of Good Shepherd 
Rev. Steven R. Geske, Pastor                                           Office: 394-2760, x303;  Cell: (585) 465-0620 
Rev. Don Muller, Pastor Emeritus                                                                                      (585) 430-4966 
Lisa Serron, Office Manager                                                  Home:  802-3479; Office:  394-2760 x300 
Linda Benivegna, Administrative Assistant                                                          Office:  394-2760 x301 
Stephanie Cheney, Music Director                                                                                     (585) 489-4202 
Doc Tessendorf, Building Coordinator                                                 Home:  208-1620; Off:  394-2760 
Kelly Brainard-Nichols, Preschool Teacher                                          Home: 596-9964; Off: 394-2760 
Lisa Brahm, Custodian, Preschool Aide                                                Home:  526-5267; Off:  394-2760 
Cathie Geske, Summer Day Camp Director                        Camp Cell: (585) 792-8810; Off: 394-2760 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK                                             December 20 & 21, 2025 
 
Connected to Good Shepherd directly:   
Gary Paradise, Steve Hemingway, Jean Bucher, Terry Henninger, Steve & Barb Schneider, Joe 
Benivegna, Brian & Bev Edwards & Family, Bev Carlson, Maryanna Chard, Jim Wicker, Marlene 
Pawlukewicz, Fran Beswick, Dorothy Castle, Leon & Theresa Pfuntner, Bart & Deborah Adams, 
Sharon Ridley, Karen Schumacher, Kathey Drennan, Karen Lenz, Tierney Bristol, Mary Ann 
Menge, Delores Furnum, Pam Rood, Shirley Perryman Scott Haynes ;Bob Muto, Carl Persson, 
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Marcus Battaglia, Judy Ballway, Ron Baley, Tammy Beattie, Mary Ann Menge; Bob Smith; 
Mary Ann Menge; Bob Smith; Mary Persson & Barbara Barnes; 
 

Connected to Good Shepherd by family or friendship:  
Pat Gunn, Mark Gunn, Tashi Benivegna, Kerri Eames, Ruthee Krop, family & friends of 
Benivegna’; Bob & Barbara Muller, Barbara Skillman, Ruth Boselli & Wendy Carrier, family & 
friend of Mullers, Bill Rifenburg, Deb Reding, Larry Almeter & Jak, friends & family of Andy & 
Amanda Reding; Steve Cochrane, Charlene Johnson,  Steve Chochran & Cheryl, family & friends 
of Don & Gayle Hendershot; Connie Pruden, John Dlugos & Violet, daughter & friends of the Bart 
& Deborah Adams; Alex, grandson of Ken & Barbara Barnes; Donna & Jonathan Allhusen, 
daughter & son of Mary; Marsha Johnson, Theresa Pulver family & friends of Terry & Linda 
Savage; Lin S., Mike L., & Kathy Fox, friends & family of Sandy Voigt; Jackson Coston, great-great 
grandson of Kathey Drennan; John & Sandy Beatty, Allison Sacheli, Kitty Braddon & Ray Blythe, 
friends of Bill Fuge; Dawn Lucas, daughter of Bill & Judy Ballway; Sara Romano, s-i-l of Vince and 
Tracy Romano; Chris Shepherd & Mary Persson, friend & mother of Jill Persson; Erin Smith 
Bernard & Chris Wyant, daughter & friend of Bob & Sandy Smith; Paige Bianchi, s-i-l of Mike & 
Stephanie Cheney; Blain Tiller, Mark Carey, Gerry & Joanne Beattie, Teresa Carey, family of 
Tammy Beattie; Sydnee, Dale Tomlin, Ben Cramer, friends & family of Pete & Kerri Ellison; Bev 
Wicher, wife of Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher (Eastern District President Emeritus); Stan Klimeczko, 
brother of Mike;  Ernie Cratsley, Theresa Thompson, Arlene Lead, family and friend of Leon & 
Theresa Pfuntner; Derek Pittenger, son of Dave & Sandy; Lorna Frennette & Lalia Nichols, aunt 
& mother of Cliff & Kelly Nichols; Garrison Ball, son of Rev. Mark (St. Paul, Hilton) and Leslie Ball; 
GH, friend of many; Chelsea Ellis, daughter/step-daughter of John & Cindy Marino; Mike Tigue & 
Linda Chapman, friend & family of Chapmans; Joe Lewis, father of Jay Powell; Ronda Stiles, friend 
of Leon & Theresa Pfuntner; Sue Wagner & Mathais & Vick Rauscher, friends & cousin of Gary & 
Colleen Paradise; Brian Torres, friend of Richard & Sudy Landholm; Anne Flannery & Emmett, 
cousin & friend of Annie Roxburgh; Bob Bassage, Ben Edwards & Al Lease, family of Biran & Bev 
Edwards; Charles & Allan Bucher, brothers of Jean Bucher; Nora Swatly, sister-in-law of  Fred 
Salvagni; Lucy Stanley, aunt of Cindy Hemingway; Kathy Harris, friend of Nola Trost; Kian, friend 
of Hannah Battaglia; Annie Mcgee, friend of Greg Quinn; Alan Vossler, friend of Steve & Cindy 
Hemingway; Phyllis Granger & Ed Peifer, friends of Zagata’s and Hemingway’s; Pat Kropp, mother 
of Cathie Geske; Judy Brainard, mother of Kelly Brainard-Nichols; Jeff Trumbull, friend of Gail 
Herman; Susan Gillespie, friend of Mark Serron;  
 
In our prayers today we remember: BILL & JUDY BALLWAY, PAT R., friend of Jean Bucher; 
SYBIL WRIGHT, daughter of Mary Anna Chard 


