THE SECOND SUNDAY IN

ADVENT

Dec. 7, Anno Domini (The Year of Our LORD)

2025

T« Preparation I

Welcome and Connection Cards

Advent Candle Lighting

Opening Hymn - “Once He Came in Blessing”

The sign of the cross "I+ may be made by all in remembrance of

their Baptism.

Invocation

(P)

R

F ®

In the Name of the Father and of the I+ Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the Name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O
LORD, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore
You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word,
call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our LORD Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before

Stand

God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive
us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son
to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the Name of the
Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

I+ SERVICE OF THE WORD I

Introit

Psalm 105:4-8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our

God.

Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!

Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,

O offspring of Abraham, his servant,



children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
He is the LORD our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.
He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand
generations.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;

make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

(P)

For the peace from above and for our salvation let

us pray to the LORD.

[P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let
us pray to the LORD.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

[P] For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise let us pray to the LORD.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious LORD.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

[P} The LORD be with you.
And also with you.

[P] Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O LORD, to make ready the

Lord, have mer - cy;
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Christ, have mer-cy;

Lord, have mer - cy.

way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His
coming we may be enabled to serve You with
pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our



LORD, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11: 1-10

After the reading:
This is the Word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 72:1-7; antiphon: v. 18

!Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the royal son!

>May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!

3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness!

“May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!

>May they fear you while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all
generations!
SMay he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth!
In his days may the righteous flourish,
and peace abound, till the moon be no more!

Epistle Reading Romans 15: 4 - 13

After the reading:
This is the Word of the LORD.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight; all flesh shall see the salvation of
God. Alleluia.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia al - le-lu-ia.

Holy Gospel
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
the third chapter.
Glory to You, O LORD.

After the reading:
[P) This is the Gospel of the LORD.
Praise to You, O Christ.

This is the Gospel of the LORD.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed
All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

Sit

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our LORD,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the
dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the

Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day - “Arise O Christian People”

Sermon

"Acceptance!” Romans 15: 4 -
13

MEMORY VERSE: Romans 15: 7

“Therefore, welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you, for the Glory of God.”

Stand
Prayer of the Church
The congregation now greets one another in the Name of the LORD,

saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Pax Domini
(P}  The peace of the LORD be with you always.
Amen.

Sit

Offering and Offering Prayer

Benedicamus
(P] Let us bless the LORD.
Thanks be to God.

Aaronic Benediction
[P) The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and I+ give
you peace.
Amen.

Sit



Announcements

Children are invited to come forward and assist in leading the
Closing Song with percussion instruments

Stand

Closing Hymn - “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty
Gates



